
TH E V I N EYA RD W ORK ERS
TH E PARABLE OF

VINEYARDS WHAT'S THE STORY?

Vineyards are areas of  land 
where grapes are grown. 
Grapes grow  on vines t hat  
are suppor t ed by post s and 
w ire known as t rell ises. 
Grapes rem ain on vines unt i l  
t hey are ready t o be picked 
or  harvest ed.

Grapes are grown based on 
t heir  use. Som e grapes are 
grown t o be sold  t o food 
m arket s as t able grapes. 
Som e grapes are grown t o be 
sent  t o w iner ies t o be  m ade 
int o w ine. Ot her  grapes are 
grown t o be m ade int o 
raisins. 

?For  t he k ingdom  of  heaven is l ike a landowner  who went  
out  ear ly in t he m orning t o hire workers for  h is vineyard. He 
agreed t o pay t hem  a denar ius for  t he day and sent  t hem  
int o his vineyard.

?About  n ine in t he m orning he went  out  and saw  ot hers 
st anding in t he m arket place doing not hing. He t old t hem , 
?You also go and work  in m y vineyard, and I w il l  pay you 
what ever  is r ight .? So t hey went .

?He went  out  again about  noon and about  t hree in t he 
af t ernoon and did t he sam e t hing. About  f ive in t he 
af t ernoon he went  out  and found st i l l  ot hers st anding  
around. He asked t hem , ?Why have you been st anding here 
all day long  doing not hing??

??Because no one has hired us,? t hey answered.

?He said t o t hem , ?You also go and work  in m y vineyard.?

?When evening cam e,t he owner  of  t he vineyard said t o his 
forem an, ?Call t he workers and  pay t hem  t heir  wages, 
beginning w it h t he last  ones hired and going on t o  t he f ir st .?

?The workers who were hired about  f ive in t he af t ernoon 

cam e and each received a denar ius.So when t hose cam e who 
were hired f ir st , t hey expect ed t o receive m ore. But  
each one of  t hem  also received a denar ius."



A DENARIUS CRAFT ACTIVITIES

WHAT'S THE MEANING OF THE STORY?

The denar ius was a sm all 
si lver  coin used by t he 
Rom an Em pire and 
Rom an Republic. It  was 
t he m ain coin of  Ancient  
Rom e. It  becam e t he 
m ost  com m on coin 
produced for  circulat ion.

 The coin was som et im es 
m ade  of  copper  and 
paint ed silver  in colour . 

Dur ing t he Em pire t he 
f ront  side  usually had a 
pict ure of  t he em peror  
on it . 

The denar ius was 
int roduced in 211 BC, and 
was last  m ade in 275 AD. 
By t hen it  was m ade of  
bronze.

- Make a bunch of  grapes, using paint , t oi let  rol t ubes 

and whit e paper .

- You can also t ry t h is out  using st r ips of  purple, red 

and green paper , shaped int o circles.

- You could cut  out  t he backs of  egg car t ons and paint  

t hem  grape colours.

- You could use l i t t le beads or  even l i t t le paint ed 

pebbles.

What  do you t h ink  t he m eaning of  t he st ory is? 

Do you agree w it h t he idea of  paying everyone t he sam e, 

regardless of  how  long t hey have worked? 

Why do you t h ink  Jesus t old t h is st ory and what  m essage do 

you t h ink  he was t rying t o get  across?
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